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Get Rewarded for 
Everyday Banking
Your checking account should do more than 
just hold your money, it should work for you. 
Reward checking accounts are designed to give 
members added value for everyday banking 
activities like using a debit card, setting up direct 
deposit, or enrolling in eStatements. Depending 
on the account, members may earn rewards such 
as cash back, higher dividend rates, or refunds 
on certain fees.

These accounts are often easy to maintain 
because the requirements are tied to activities 
many people already do regularly. Simple habits 
like using your debit card for purchases or 
logging into online banking can help you qualify 
for monthly rewards while still enjoying the 
convenience of everyday banking.

Choosing the right checking account can help 
you get more from the money you already use 
every day. If you’re interested in learning more 
about reward checking options, we can help you 
compare features, understand the benefits, and 
find the account that best fits your 
financial goals.

Life Stage Financial Planning
Financial priorities often shift as life changes. 
Whether you’re starting your first job, buying 
a home, growing your family, or preparing 
for retirement, your financial strategy should 
evolve with you. What worked in one stage 
of life may not serve you as well in the next, 
which is why it’s important to stay flexible 
and intentional with your planning.

Taking time to reassess your goals at each stage can help ensure you’re 
making the most of your opportunities. As your income, expenses, and 
responsibilities change, so should your approach to saving, borrowing, and 
investing. Even small adjustments along the way can help you stay on track 
and avoid surprises.

Here are a few key areas to consider as you move through different life stages:

•	 Starting out: Build good habits, establish credit, and begin saving, even in 
small amounts 

•	 Major purchases: Plan ahead for big milestones like buying a car or home 

•	 Growing your family: Review your budget, build an emergency fund, and 
consider long-term savings 

•	 Mid-career: Balance saving, debt management, and future planning 

•	 Preparing for retirement: Focus on maximizing savings and creating a 
plan for long-term financial security 

Having the right tools and guidance along the way can make each stage 
feel more manageable. Brewer Federal Credit Union is here to help you 
navigate each phase with confidence, offering personalized support and 
solutions tailored to your goals.

Why Adding a Beneficiary to 
Your Account Matters
It’s easy to overlook small details in your financial life, but adding a beneficiary 
to your account is one of the simplest ways to protect your loved ones. A 
beneficiary designation ensures that your funds can be passed directly to 
someone you trust, without unnecessary delays or complications.

Without a named beneficiary, your account may have to go through probate, a 
legal process that can take time and may create added stress for your family. 
By taking a few minutes to add or update a beneficiary, you can help make 
things easier for those you care about most during an already difficult time.

It’s a simple step that can make a meaningful difference. If you’re unsure 
whether your accounts have a beneficiary listed, contact the credit union, we’re 
happy to help you review and update your information for added peace of mind.



Credit Union Hours
Lobby and Drive-Thru

Monday–Wednesday   
8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.
Thursday and Friday     
8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m.
Saturday    
8:00 a.m.– 12:00 p.m.
Saturday hours offered at  
77 North Main Street only

Holiday Closings

Independence Day 
Saturday, July 4

Labor Day 
Monday, September 7

Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
Monday, October 12

Veterans Day 
Wednesday, November 11

 

 

Office Locations
77 North Main Street · Brewer 
p: 207.989.7240 
f: 207.989.7857
229 Dirigo Drive · Brewer 
p: 207.989.7240 
f: 207.989.5985 

Mailing Address
PO Box 189 · Brewer, ME 04412  
memberservices@brewerfcu.org 
brewerfcu.org

Understanding Interest 
Rates (in Simple Terms)
Interest rates play a big role in the total cost of 
borrowing, but they don’t have to be confusing. 
One key term to understand is APR (Annual 
Percentage Rate), which reflects the true cost of 
a loan over a year, including interest and certain 
fees. Looking at the APR, rather than just the 
interest rate, gives you a more complete picture 
when comparing loan options.

It’s also important to know the difference between 
fixed and variable rates. A fixed rate stays the 
same for the life of the loan, which means your 
payment remains predictable. A variable rate can 
change over time based on market conditions, 
which may cause your payment to go up or down.

Even a small difference in your rate can have a big 
impact over time. A lower rate can mean paying 
less in interest and keeping more money in your 
pocket. If you’re exploring your options, Brewer 
Federal Credit Union can walk you through rates, 
terms, and total costs, helping you choose what 
works best for your financial goals.

Crossword Puzzle

	 1.	 Money earned from work or other sources
	 2.	 A three-digit number that reflects 		
		  creditworthiness
	 3.	 The stage of life many people save for
	 4.	 A target to work toward
	 8.	 The amount of money in an account
	10.	 Money earned on savings or paid on a loan
	12.	 A plan for managing expenses
	13.	 Money added to an account
	14.	 To put money into something with the 		
		  hope it grows
	15.	 Money set aside for future use

	 5.	 A loan used to buy a home
	 6.	 A machine used to withdraw money
	 7.	 The value owned in a home after 		
		  subtracting debt
	 9.	 A summary of account activity
	11.	 An account used for everyday spending
	13.	 Money that is owed
	15.	 Protected from unauthorized access
	16.	 Money borrowed and repaid over time
	17.	 The percentage charged or earned on money
	18.	 Borrowing power based on your historical 	
		  ability to repay

Down: Across:

Down:   1. Income   2. Credit Score   3. Retirement   4. Goal   8. Balance   10. Interest   12. Budget   
13. Deposit   14. Invest   15. Savings   Across:  5. Mortgage   6. ATM   7. Equity   9.  Statement 
11. Checking   13.  Debt   15.  Secure   16. Loan    17. Rate   18. Credit

Flip for answers:


